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Workshop  on LLL, RPL and regional collaboration- Report 

On 12 Februari 2009 the Hogeschool van Amsterdam [University of Applied Sciences Amsterdam] 

and the Open Universiteit Nederland organized a conference with the title:  Levenlang leren op 

een HOger plan, EVC in perspectief [Lifelong learning on a higher plan, RPL put into perpective]. 

 

Two keynote speakers and 7 different seminars on the theme of LLL in HE were presented. The 

conference could host a 100 guests and was sold out very quickly.  

 

Two of the workshops (B and G) were about Beflex Plus case studies: 

 

1. HE and their partners in LLL and RPL: collaboration in the region with all stakeholders.  

 

The case study of the Hogeschool Zuyd was presented here by Alice Gorissen and discussed 

with the 33 participants of this workshop (see the report of the Beflex Plus study visit at 

Hogeschool Zuyd of Lucie te Lintelo).  For some participants the experiences of HZ were very 

recognizable, especially the difficulties of working together with so many stakeholders and 

the long term investment before you see any results. For some participants it was completely 

new to think and act this way as an HE institute. The debate was, among other things, raised 

about: 

- how much a university should be involved in activities not concerning diploma oriented 

(Bachelor and master) education; 

- how much a university should engage in activities that mainly focus on solving labour 

market problems on a lower vocational level. Is this is a good investment in the long run 

(promoting a coherent flow in the educational chain)? 

  

2. HE and their partners in LLL and RPL: collaboration with employers. 

 

The case study of the Hogeschool van Amsterdam with the company Yacht was presented 

here by Kirsti Pol (Yacht) and Lucie te Lintelo (HvA) and discussed with the 18 participants of 

the workshop (see the report on the Beflex Plus case study ‘Working and learning towards a 

bachelor degree in IT’, Lucie te Lintelo).  

Important issues in the debate were:  

- the development of a more supply oriented approach to a demand steered approach: 

what is needed for this?  

- the variety in demands and needs are much greater than expected. 

- the unpredictability of a demand steered approach: the university and companies have 

to develop an approach along the way. That’s why a partnership is important. 

- a real partnership is about:  

o a learning attitude of all stakeholders involved; 

o matching the needs with the possibilities of a university (not just with the current 

supply of provisions); 

o keep a win-win situation in mind. 

 

Documentation of the conference (the presentations), in Dutch, will be put into the website 

soon, at www.ou.nl/evccongres   
The programme and information on the speakers is also to be found here. 

A list of participants, a programme, flyer and evaluation are available (also in Dutch). 

 

Lucie te Lintelo, 17 Februari 2009  


