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The structure of higher education in Malta 

Higher Education in Malta involves mainly the University of Malta. The University of 
Malta falls under the Ministry of Education, Youth and Employment and its funding 
forms part of the education budget. It is educated by the Education Act (1988) that 
determines its structure and the way it is run. The University has a good degree of 
autonomy, particularly in the structure of the courses that it runs. However, it is still 
answerable to the Minister of Education, Youth and Employment. 
 
There are also a number of representatives of foreign Universities that offer degree 
courses, these mainly in Business and Administration. However, these are not regulated 
by the Education Act, and any degrees they issue may or may not be recognized in Malta. 
They also do not receive any funding from the European budget.  
 
The vocational educational track in Malta falls under the Malta College of Arts, Science 
and Technology (MCAST) which consists of a number of institutes. It is answerable to 
the Ministry of Education but not regulated by the Education Act (1988) since it has only 
been established since 201. However, MCAST does not as yet offer higher education 
degrees, although it may do so in the future. 
 

Main achievements 

The main important developments within the University of Malta include the 
implementation of the ECTS system across undergraduate courses across in the case of 

                                                 
1 Adapted from the Bologna Process National Report 2004-2005, compiled by Dr Joseph Mifsud and Dr 
Suzanne Gatt  
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Medicine and Dentistry; issuing the Diploma supplement to its graduates which is to start 
in the near future; and the strengthening of the Internal Quality Assurance system with 
initiatives by the quality assurance committee at the University. Three legal notices have 
been passed to amend the Mutual Recognition of Qualifications Act (Act No. XVIII of 
2002). These include an amendment to: the Mutual Recognition of Professional 
Education and Training regulations, the Mutual Recognition of Professional Activities; 
and the Malta Qualifications Recognition information and the Mutual Recognition of 
Qualifications Board Regulations.  
 

The European dimension 

The University of Malta ensures transnational cooperation through being a member of the 
Association of Commonwealth Universities, the Utrecht Network, the Council for 
International Educational Exchange (CIEE), NAFSA, the International Student Exchange 
Programme (ISEP) as well as the Santander Network and the Compostela Group. In 
addition, its academic staff has international experience through participation in 
international conferences, publishing in international journals, sharing their work and 
collaborating with foreign academics in research projects. The University also 
participates actively in EU funded programmes where transnational cooperation is 
promoted. 
 
The University of Malta has started to include European aspects into its curriculum in 
different ways and at different levels. It houses the European Documentation and 
Research Centre which offers a Masters in European Studies. Furthermore, European 
themes are also being introduced as part, or as whole credits within the different courses 
that the university offers. 
 
The University of Malta has always strived to attract foreign students. In view of entry 
into the EU, it has focused upon the market outside the EU Member States. The main 
type of courses that foreign students follow are English courses. The legislation passed by 
the government that allows visa entry to students and the possibility to work part-time 
also contribute to making the University of Malta attractive as a place where to study to 
non-EU students.  
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The implementation of the Bologna Process in Malta 

The process has been promoted across the university and faculties have been requested to 
harmonise their courses. This has been completed for all courses with the exception of 
Medicine and Dentistry. Most of the undergraduate courses across Faculties within the 
University of Malta now follow harmonized regulations. 
 
With the ECTS system now in place, it has been possible to recognize ECTS credits 
obtained by foreign students, mainly within the ERASMUS programme, attending 
university courses in Malta and by the University of Malta for Maltese students following 
credits in foreign universities.  
 
There is also the Malta NARIC within the Ministry of Education which works to ensure 
and facilitate appropriate application of the EU directives regarding comparability of 
higher education professional and vocational qualifications; to collect and disseminate 
information and advice in consultation with the Malta Equivalence Information Centre, 
the University of Malta and the Malta Professional and Vocational Qualifications Awards 
Council on the comparability of international and Maltese qualifications. 
 
The Quality Assurance Committee for the university is also working at consolidating its 
internal quality assurance systems and is seeking ways for possible external quality 
assurance in the future. The establishment of a National Quality Assurance system that 
can offer independent quality assurance may in fact be difficult to implement. Malta is a 
very small country with one main University and it is difficult to have academics who are 
not employed within this university. There is a lack of manpower outside those employed 
within the University of Malta for the establishment of a National Quality Assurance 
System. 
 
National strategies are being taken at governmental level, as well as at University level, 
as regards to the Bologna process. The government has passed legislation that allows for 
the recognition of degrees and intends to follow other EU Member States in creating the 
necessary structures for the European Research Area. On the other hand, the University 
of Malta has taken up the Bologna Process seriously and has worked on changing its 
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administrative structure to allow harmonised degrees to be issued and for students to 
carry parts of their studies at universities other than itself.  
 
The main challenge within the Bologna process is for Malta to have a University that is a 
key player within the European Higher Education, in order to be able to attract funds for 
carrying out research through project funds and from non-EU foreign students. Malta is 
also to face the challenge of having more than one institution (other than the University 
of Malta) that offers higher education and issues Undergraduate, Postgraduate and 
Doctorate degrees.  
 


